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Thanks to the generous support
of the Smallwood PTA, faculty
and staff, the students in Mrs.
Ganzenmuller’s class had a
VERY successful first-ever
Coffee Cart Friday in
November! The students
worked hard to make and
deliver almost 60 cups of
coffee, hot chocolate and tea!
The students had a great
experience working on social
language and generalization of
skills. The students in
Mrs.Ganzenmuller’s class and
the faculty at Smallwood are
looking forward to continuing
Coffee Cart Fridays once a
month! 

SDS COFFE CART

SUPPORTS SKILLS

AND BRINGS SMILES!
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The Girls on the Run completed

a community impact project.

They raised money to purchase

fleece and then made fleece tie

blankets. 30 homemade

blankets were made for Project

Linus. Project Linus has a

chapter in Erie county and gives

blankets to children in local

hospitals, shelters, social service

agencies, or anywhere a child

might be in need of a big hug.

Congradulations on another

great season, ladies!

STUDENTS TREATED TO THE 

BUFFALO PHILHARMONIC'S 

HOLIDAY PERFORMANCE!

EARTH SPIRIT INC. VISITS SDS!
OUR GIRLS

GIVE BACK!

Students in Mr. Beck, Mrs. Ganzenmuller and Mrs. Neira's classes

attended the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra's Exceptional

Holiday performance on Wednesday, December 4th.  The

students were treated to hearing the orchestra, watching

dancers from the Royal Academy of Ballet and Dance (including

Charlotte Worthington, a former Smallwood student!), listening

to  the Vocal Symphony singers from the Buffalo Academy of

Visual and Performing Arts, and even hearing a singing Santa! It

was a terrific day of music to put our students in the holiday

spirit!

Through the generous funding of the PTA, the 4th grade class

participated in a Native American Studies program with an expert

educator from Earth Spirit, Inc. on Monday, 12/9/19. Each session

featured instruction and hands-on activities focused upon the

history and culture of the Iroquois People of NY State. Our students

thoroughly enjoyed an experience that included storytelling, an

artifacts collection, and historic games to enhance their

understanding of New York's earliest inhabitants.

Mrs. Ransbury's Kindergarten

class made thank you cards for

the veterans.  Mrs. Ransbury

took the cards to the VA

Hospital and they were passed

out on Veteran's Day.

THANK YOU

VETERANS!

https://www.amherstschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=11850&dataid=20365&FileName=SDS+Strategic+Plan-+FINAL-+2019_2020+.pdf
https://www.amherstschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=11850&dataid=20365&FileName=SDS+Strategic+Plan-+FINAL-+2019_2020+.pdf
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Kindergarten students in Mrs. Slocum’s and Mrs. Ransbury’s classes learned how to code

during a November session of Community Encore in the Library Media Center. Students

learned about pair programming, where one student is the Driver (uses the mouse and

keyboard), while the other is the Navigator (gives suggestions and instructions to help

problem solve). Both roles are important and long-term Enrichment sub, Amanda

Starczewski, reminded students to switch roles often. Miss Starczewski and Library Media

 Specialist, Mrs. Michelle Unger, successfully ran an hour-long session with students using

Blockly, using the Code.org platform. The Blockly editor uses interlocking graphical blocks

to represent code concepts and is a great introduction for first time coders. We were

pleasantly surprised that not only did students have fun solving puzzles, they were engaged,

worked collaboratively and surpassed the levels we had hoped they would reach. “Several

groups moved beyond Level 2 and were working on puzzles in Level 3 or 4 when the session

concluded. Many of our 2nd grade students had reached those levels 2 weeks prior in

Community Encore”, said Mrs. Unger. Coding is an in-demand skill that will present career

opportunities for our students as they get older. It is fun, challenging, and requires critical

thinking skills. We are looking forward to the International Hour of Code Week the second

week of December where there is a school-wide initiative for students in grades K-5 to take

some time to code either through sessions led by Mrs. Unger or teacher-led in some

classrooms.

Hour of Code supports Student's

Technology Growth

http://www.suny.edu/masterteacher/about/
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The multiple talents of our students were on full display

during the Fifth Grade Winter Concert on December

11th.  Our Fifth Grade Band, Orchestra and Choral

students performed a variety of holiday selections that

were very well received by parents, teachers and

students. CLICK HERE to get a glimpse of the amazing

performance!

Holiday Spirit on Full Display

at Smallwood’s Fifth Grade

Winter Concert

Ms. Furlong, 

Our Rockstar!

 

 

 

Ms. Furlong recently

supported our school during

our Fall Fest Celebration. Said

one of Mrs. Furlong’s peers:

"At this year’s Fall Fest, she

organized and led several

groups to perform at our

State and National School of

Character Celebration.  She

brought her young family to

the event.  While she was on

stage she arranged for a

babysitter to watch her

children.  Instead of leaving

after the performances, this

teacher was in the gym

carrying her baby in a

“backpack” ensuring that our

Smallwood students were

having a memorable

experience."

”Congratulations Ms. Furlong

and thank you for all you do

to make Smallwood great!

Much Appreciation was shared at

the Faculty Thanksgiving Breakfast
On Tuesday, November 26, the Faculty and Staff of

Smallwood Drive gathered before the students arrived

for our annual Thanksgiving Breakfast.  This provided

us with a unique time to all be together and to give

thanks regarding how special our school is and to

show gratitude for our work family.

https://www.wevideo.com/view/1539414782



